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MySanAntonio : Military

Military
House approves another BRAC

By Gary Martin

Express-News Washington Bureau

Web Posted : 12/14/2001 12:00 AM

WASHINGTON — The House dropped its opposition to a 2005 round of
base closures Thursday and passed a $343 billion defense bill that San
Antonio leaders said will force them to begin a defense of the city's
vulnerable military installations.

President Bush sought another round of base closures to trim spending on
unneeded bases and release funds the Pentagon said could be used for
necessary weaponry and the administration's missile defense program.

While the Senate signaled its willingness to carry out another round of
cuts, stalwarts in the House had blocked base closure measures until the
issue threatened to hold up passage of the bill as Congress rushes to recess
for the holidays.

The bill passed on a 382-40 vote. The only Texan to vote against the bill
was Rep. Ron Paul, R-Surfside, who routinely votes against all spending
and authorization legislation.

"I really had to hold my nose on this one." said Rep. Ciro Rodriguez, D-
San Antonio, a member of the House Armed Services Committee.

Because of the loss of Kelly AFB and 16.000 jobs in the 1995 closure
round, Rodriguez said San Antonio is prepared to defend its four
remaining military bases from a future round of cuts.

"But we have to go back and enhance what we've got," he said.

Base closure proponents considered the House the last major hurdle for
base closures.
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A compromise in a House-Senate conference committee pushed back a

2003 round to 2005 to win approval by lawmakers in the lower legislative
body.

The bill calls for the president, with the consent of Congress, to appoint a
nine-member base realignment and closure commission, known by the
initials BRAC, by March 2005. The panel then would review a list of
bases selected by the defense secretary for closure.

A majority of the commission could vote to remove a base from
consideration. An addition would require seven votes.

The president could approve or reject the list, but would be prohibited
from adding or subtracting bases for consideration.

Congress would have to approve or reject the list of selections with an up
or down vote.

That process is similar to previous rounds of closures from 1988 to 1995
that shuttered 97 major installations and 200 smaller facilities for a one-
time savings of $14 billion, and recurring savings of $6 billion a year after

2001 when all actions are completed, according to the General Accounting
Office.

Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld said he was "very disappointed" that
Congress pushed back the next round of closures from 2003 to 2005.

"What that means, very simply, is that the United States will continue to
have something like 20 percent to 25 percent more bases than we need.”
Rumsfeld told a Pentagon news conference.

Rumsfeld said the government will be wasting money on unneeded bases
that could be used to fight the war on terrorism, "and it's a shame."

The defense secretary held out the possibility he will recommend a
presidential veto to force the Congress to move the base closure process

up.

He said he will make that decision after Defense Department officials
review the defense bill.

Meanwhile, South Texas officials are wary about several military
installations.

The Coastal Bend is concerned the Navy could seek to consolidate mine
warfare missions at Ingleside Naval Station, which would make the newly
built port vulnerable to closure.
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Brooks AFB in San Antonio, a research facility, barely survived base

closure scrutiny in 1995 and is a likely target for future rounds of closures.

San Antonio and the city's chamber of commerce are preparing a task
force and lobbying campaign that is likely to rival the $1 million effort
during the 1993 and 1995 rounds.

Federal military spending pumps about $3.5 billion a year into the San
Antonio economy, said Joe Krier, president of the Greater San Antonio
Chamber of Commerce.

That figure includes program funding that is funneled into four existing
bases and two hospitals that serve a large military retirement community.

San Antonio has tried to protect Brooks from a closure commission,
moving in recent years to take over maintenance of the campus-like

facility that shifts the funding burden from the Air Force to city taxpayers.

"The payroll at Brooks is a couple of million bucks. It's not peanuts,"
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Krier said.

San Antonio also is seeking to locate U.S. Army missions from Fort
Buchanan in Puerto Rico to Fort Sam Houston to better protect that base
from closure.

"I think Fort Sam Houston and the rest of the bases are OK," Rodriguez
said. "But it's too early to speculate. We cannot rest on what we've
accomplished."

House members who opposed base closures said they were forced to vote
for the defense bill because of numerous items, including a 5 percent to 10
percent pay raise for every member of the armed services.

The bill includes a boost in spending to improve dilapidated family
housing and provide other benefits.

[n addition, lawmakers tucked anti-terror measures into the legislation to
boost readiness and response against attacks such as those Sept. 11

"It's hard to vote against the war on terrorism," said Rep. Lamar Smith, R-
San Antonio. "And we wanted to vote for the pay raises."

Smith said he expects future votes on establishing a base closure
commission, as Congress prepares for the politically painful process of

cutting bases in communities that they represent.

"It's not certain," Smith said of a base closure round. "And quite frankly, I
still don't think it's going to happen."

Others, however, prepared for the inevitability.
Rep. Solomon Ortiz, D-Corpus Christi, used his clout on the House
Armed Services Committee to add numerous programs to military bases in

the Coastal Bend region of Texas.

"In the event we will face a BRAC in the next five years, the work we did
today will go a long way in supplementing our bases," Ortiz said.

gmartin[@express-news. net
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OUR TURN

Tape of bin Laden
leaves no questions

The Bush administration has
more than a smoking gun in the
videotape released Thursday show-
ing Osama bin Laden gleefully dis-
cussing the Sept. 11 attack with a
small group of supporters.

The president also has a public
relations weapon that destroys bin
Laden’s credibility throughout the
world and marks him as -one of

history’s most cold-blooded villains.

Even before the tape, there was

little doubt that bin Laden was cul-

pable in the mass murder on
American soil three months ago.
But bin Laden’s demeanor on the
videotape — his laughter over the
deaths of Americans and his sick-
ening piety — is shocking. To
watch it is to marvel at one man’s
inhumanity.

Much of what he says in the
tape was revealed previously in
news reports. However, he also de-
scribed how he calculated in ad-
vance “the number of casualties
from the enemy who would be
killed based on the position of the
tower."

To hear him leaves little doubt
that bin Laden not only was the
grand architect of the attack on
America but also was involved in
the most minute details of its exe-
cution.

“Due to my experience in this
field,” he told his friends, “I was
thinking that the fire from the gas
in the plane would melt the iron
structure of the building and col-
lapse the area where the plane hit
and all the floors above it only"”

When he found out that both
towers collapsed, he and his broth-
ers were “overjoyed.”

Such perverse joy no doubt will
be difficult for the families who
lost loved ones Sept. 11 to stomach.
To hear with our own ears and to
see with our own eyes bin Laden’s
laughing about America’s loss is

To watch bin Laden’s
laughter and glee is to
marvel at one man’s
inhumanity.

EITAN HESS ASHKENAZI/ASSOCIATED PRESS
The videotape released by the Penta-
gon is evidence Osama bin Laden
bears blame for the terrorist attacks.

heartbreaking. But it is necessary.

The tape shows that bin Laden
bears more blame than the young
men who actually hijacked the air-
planes Sept. 11. Some of the hijack-
ers did not know the extent of the
murder they were about to com-
mit. Bin Laden did.

“All they knew was that they
have a martyrdom operation and
we asked each of them to go to
America, but they didn't know
about the operation, not even one
letter,” Bin Laden says on the tape,
proudly.

Those who see this videotape in

_ the Arab world now must under-

stand why President Bush speaks
for all civilized people when he
says you're either with bin Laden
and the terrorists or you are with
America.

Justice cannot come swiftly
enough for this vile man.
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base closures

By Scott Cooper
Staff Writer

McALESTER — A legislative task force
aimed at preventing any state military fa-
cility from closing wants $4 million in
state appropriations and soon. It decided
Wednesday to ask the governor to request
the money in a special session.

The Oklahoma Military Base Closure
Prevention Task Force will ask the Legis-
lature for $4 million to help military com-
munities fight the possible closing of
bases in the state. The money also would

go toward implementing a job-training
program at each facility.

Meeting at the McAlester Army Ammu-
nition Plant, the task force attached an
amendment asking that th_e measures be
considered in a special session.

“The quicker we start the better we
are,” said task force Chairman Rep. David
Braddock, D-Altus. “I think we need to
- press forward.”

The task force approved one resolution
that calls for giving each Oklahoma mili-
tarv community — Enid, Altus, Lawton.

McAlester and Midwest City —
$250,000 as “seed” money to aid commu-
nities as the Department of Defense, the
federal government and Congress begin
to look at bases to close. While members
said many details would be worked out
during the legislative process, the com-
mittee voiced its intent to let sub-

government entities — such as the Asso-
ciation of Central Oklahoma Govern-
ments — oversee the spending.

A second resolution asks for $2.75 mil-
lion to set up education and job-training
programs. Committee members said
such programs would impress a Base Re-
alignment and Closure panel.

The seed money would be spent at the
discretion of each community, although
the task force members anticipate strict

guidelines.

“The communities are going
to spend much more money
than we will,” Braddock said. “I
felt the state would help jump-
start this process.”

A congressional conference
committee Tuesday approved
another round of base closings
in 2005. While the action, await-
ing final House and Senate ap-
proval, would move back the
closings from 2003 as the Bush
administration wanted, task
force members still felt a need
for urgency to secure funds and
implement programs.

“If communities think there is
more time, that would be a mis-
take,” said Enid businessman
and committee member Bob
Berry. “If by the end of 2003, you
haven't fixed what’s wrong with
your town, you're toast.”

Berry read a report on whata:
new base closure commit *%
may be looking for when con:
sidering which bases should
main open. The report con
from Berry’s inquiries with De*
fense Department officials, he'
said. Berry said the issues deal’
with quality of life. §

At the top of the list was.mm‘.-?{
mon education, followed by, in)
order ef importance, higher edit
cation and vo-tech; medical serv:
ices; spouse employment; hous-|
ing; air service; and commumity-

based services such as recreation

centers and churches. §

The $1.25 million requested for"
seed money could change as.
needs are assessed and mare 133
revealed about the committes, its |
guidelines and word of which
bases are being considered.
Members said they could funnel
more money where it is needed. |

“If we knew Fort Sill was in-
vulnerable and Vance and Altus

were vulnerable, I would vote to -
give them all the money,” said
retired Army Maj. Gen. Leo
Baxter, a committee member
from Lawton.
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Members had conside;ed
asking for the use of state Rainy
Day funds, but Rep. Ron Kirby,
D-Lawton, said those fqnds
would not be available until at
least June. After the last task
force meeting in October where
talk surfaced of asking for a spe-
cial session, Gov. Frank Keat-
ing’s office said it would cons:der:
the request when made but op-
posed using Rainy Day funds. .

Oklahoma’s military facilities
__Vance Air Force Base in En.u_i,
Fort Sill in Lawton, 'I‘ink.er Air
Force Base in Midwest City, Al-
tus Air Force Base and the McA-
lester plant — have survived pre-
vious base closure commissions.

Qome bases have flourished

from other base closings, gain-

ing additional operations. Tin-
ker just completed the final
phase of moving operations
from Kelly Air Force Base in
Texas, while McAlester gained
the Army’'s Defense Ammuni-
tion Center from Savanna Army’
Depot in Illinois. :

Committee members said
money could be used to beef up
a state facility’s chances of gain-
ing other operations. But first,
they’'ve got to keep them open.

“The next three years are the
most important for Oklahoma
military bases ever,” Braddock
said. :

The McAlester meeting was
the first to take place at one of
the military facilities.
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Deal reached on
base closings

* . Carolyn Skorneck
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The
House Armed Services' Com-
mittee’s leaders cajoled reluc-
tant colleagues Wednesday
into- endorsing a round of
base closings, as demanded
by President Bush, to enable
the $343.3 billion defense
authorization bill to move
ahead. .

‘Sh'e'ppard thought to'be safe

The round would not occur
until 2005, two years later
than the administration
‘requested. The compromise
‘reached by leaders of the Sen-
.ate and House Armed Ser-
vices committees late last

week was infended to get the |

bill moving and erase the pos--
sibility of a Bush veto.

The legislation authorizes
spending for the Defense
Department and military
efforts of the Energy Depart-
ment for the budget year that
began Oct. 1. .

“With our-men and women
putting their lives at risk,
they need all of the resources
that we can give them, and it’s

inexcusable that we would
maintain bases that are not
needed when we've-got people
putting their lives on the
line,” said Sen., Carl Levin, D-
Mich., chairman of the Sen-
ate comumittee. _

The defense bill agreed to
Wednesday by House negotia-
tors — and Tuesday by their

Please see
CLOSINGS on Page 10A
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Senate counterparts — con-
tains important programs for
service members: minimum &
percent across-the-hoard pay
raiges, with up to 10 percent
increases for some; new hous-
ing benefits; more help with
moving expenses.

Bush won not only his
demand for a base closings
round, but full funding of his
$8.3 billion request for his
prized missile defense plan, a
$3.1 billion increase over 2001.
Of the $8.3 billion, the presi-
‘dent can use $1.3 billion for
anti-terrorism instead, as the
Senate had authorized.

Separate anti-terrorism
spepding totals $7 billion, a $1
billion increase from 2001.

The full House and Senate

must pass the final version
before it can go to Bush. The
House was expected to consid-
er the bill today.

The administration con-
.tends up to one-fourth of base
structure is not needed, and
clusing excess facilities would
save about $3.5 billion a year
Some lawmakers are skepti-
cal about touted savings.

It ‘was unclear if the
administration accepts the
2005 round.

Pentagon, spokeswoman
Victoria Clarke, asked if
Defense Secretary Donald H.
Rumsfeld - might still recom-
mend a veto over it, said

Wednesday: "I can say they're
working hard on the issue
right now.”

The-issue caused a month-
long standoff between House
and Senate negotiators recon-
ciling their two versions of
the defense bill. The Republi-
canled House adamantly
opposed a 2003 round of base
closings the administration
sought, the Democratic-led
Senate endorsed it.

Yet over the course of a
half-dozen meetings involv-
ing the chairmen — Levin
and Rep. Bob Stump, R-Ariz.
— and the top minority mem-
bers — Sen. John Warner, R-
Va., and Rep. Ike Skelton, D-
Mo. — the House leaders
came up with a compromise
of one round in 2005.

“Everybody’s expressed
concern that we should not be
doing this while we're at
war,” Stump said, explaining
how he sold the deal to House
colleagues. “The economy is
down, but by 2005 it might
improve somewhat. [ laid it
out, gave them the facts. I
think everybody realizes we
were putting passage of the
bill in jeopardy.”

Ultimately, Stump
only a few did not sign on.

The president, in consulta-
tion with congressional lead-
ers, would appoint the nine-
member base closing commis-
sion in March 2005. That May,
the defense secrctary would
submit a list of facilities to be
closed.

It would take seven mem-
bers to add a facility to that
list, but just a simple majority
to remove one. The president
could approve that list and
send it to Congress, or reject
it and send it back to the com-
mission. Neither Congress
nor the president could make
changes to the list.

Sheppard Air Force Base
has little reason to fear a
shutdown, Board of Com-
merce and Industry President
Tim Chase gaid.

said, .

“1 do not believe Sheppard
is at risk,” he said. “We're
well-aware of the fact the feds
are looking at doing another
round. We're not complacent
in any way, shape or form.”

When Alr Force bases
closed in Ilineis and Col-
orado in earlier waves of
shutdowns, Chase said Wichi-
ta Falls benefited by inherit-
ing thair training prograims.

_“If your base is efficient in
what it does, you very well
might be a beneficiary,” he
said. “We work very close
with the leadership of the
base, and we look at the
points where Sheppard Air
Force Base and the communi-
ty touch. We make sure those
points are efficient, effective
and well cared for.”

State Rep. David Farabee
called SAFB “vital to the safe-
ty of our nation” and “inte-
gral to our economy.” :

“1 will work closely with
Congressman (Mac) Thorn-
berry to assure that Sheppard
Air Force Base and the impor-
tance of its mission is known
by all that are involved in the
next round of hearings,” he
said. .

Previous closing rounds —
in 1988, 1991, 1993 and 1935 —
led to closure or realignment
of 451 installations, including
97 major ones.

As the administration
requested, the negotiators
canceled the January referen-
dum in Vieques on future use
of that Puerto Rican island
for military training. Anti-
Navy protests broke out after
off-target bombs killed a civil-
jan guard in 1999. Bush has
promised to end the maneu-
vers by 2003. '

Sheppard AFB, Wichita Falls, Texas
Times Record News, 13 Dec 2001, Page 10A

Email: www.trnonline.com
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Burger King aims high
- with SAFB location

Lynda Stringer

Times Record News

The glow-of a Burger King
sign is lighting up the pre-
dawn sky this morning as
Sheppard Air Force Base’s
first freestanding fast food
franchise opens its doors.

The aroma of BK’s signa-
ture Croissand’'wich, Cini-
mini’s and fresh coffee will
draw hungry airmen to the
grand opening at 6 a.m.

The opening of the Burg-
er King continues the grow-
ing trend of “bringing brand
name fast food to the mili-
tary,” AAFES senior busi-
ness program manager Lee
Wiederkehr said.

Most military folks can .

remember when military
installations featured just
the BX, the PX, the Commis-
sary, the Shoppette, generic
snack bars and the mess hall.
They were all painted the
same color as other build-
ings on base, so an off-base
franchise on base is a wel-
come sight. _

“It’s great for them,”
Wiederkehr said. “It’s like,
‘Oh boy, I can enjoy my
Whopper.' ” )

AAFES, which was .estab-
lished in 1895, has been in
the name brand business
since 1984 when it purchased
its ‘first Burger King fran-
chige. in Germany. Today
AAFES has 179 BK stores at

military installations world--

wide, Including Bosnia,
Kosovo and Turkey. '

_“In those countries, we're

. really the only name brand

fast food, even off base,”
Wiederkehr said. . ,
The new restaurant,
which replaces the tiny BK
express located inside the
Base Exchange, is also the
first of the Army and Air
Force Exchange Service’s BK
. franchises worldwide — and
‘of the off-base Burger Kings
.— to feature the company’s
new kitchen and drive-thru
designs. '

The kitchen features two
stations: one is for steaming
buns, the other boasts a new
broiler and meat holder. with
three different speed settings
to cook different items at the
same time.

The new drive-thru fea-
tures two menu boards that
switch from breakfast to
Junch. menus and an order-
ing station that shows what
the customer ordered and
the price. .

Constructjon of the Burg-
er King at Sheppard, which
also features the company's
latest indoor playground
design, was completed late
last week. Employees were
closing up the old location
Wednesday while a cleaning
crew made the place shine: °

They invited 400 service
members to eat free Mbnday
and Tuesday for a test run
during. the breakfast, lunch

and dinner rush hours to

give the crew some practice.
The showing was a lacklus-
ter 40 percent, but store man-
ager Daisy Finnegan 1S
expecting a healthy erowd

today. -

. “They can’'t = wait,”
Finnegan- said. “They're
happy to see a big store with
a drive-thru.”

Luverne Quemuel, who is
with AAFES Central Region,
is at Sheppard to help get the

store underway. She said

while Burger King is the
flagship of the AAFES ven-
ture into brand name fast

food, they’ve bought many :
other franchises as well, -
including Taco Bell, Pizza

Hut and Popeye's. :
MWe're trying to bring a
little bit of home to the
troops,” Quemuel said. “We
even have a mobile Burger

King. Wherever they are, we :

are' w .

Staff Writer. Lyndaj
_ Stringer can be reached at

(940) . 720-3461 or by e-mail at "

stringerl@uwtr.com.

/V

Sheppard AFB, Wichita Falls, Texas
Times Record News, 13 Dec 2001, Page 8A
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Force Base, places
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Harry Tonemah/Times Record News

store manager of the Burger King on
plastic pans into a

state-of-the-art, first-of-its-kind broiler. The store is the
first to install the cooker in the entire Army and Alr Force
Exchange Service worldwide. The cooker is so new that
none of the Wichita Falls Burger Kings have one.

//

Sheppard AFB, Wichita Falls, Texas

_Times Record News, 13 Dec 2001, Page 8A
Email: www.trnonline.com
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56th Fighter Wing

(623) 856-6013
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ARIZONA_AT WORK

Photos by Tim Koors

Former U.S. Air Force pilot Brian Udell describes how he
ejected from his F-15 Strike Eagle at supersonic speed.

Plant perfects
ejection seats

By Brahm Resnik
The Arizona Republic
Brian Udell’s disabled
« fighter jet was hurtling to-
-ward Earth. One second
..more was too long to wait
. for his desperate decision:
bail out at more than 760
mph or try to save the out-
. of-control aircraft.
“When I pulled those han-
dles, you're making that
- choice, 'Hey, we're trying to
save our liveg hera ' ha ra

ON 12.NEWS

Watch Arizona
Republic
reparter Brahm
Resnik’s
business
reports on 12
News at 5, 6
and 11 a.m. .
weekdays. - Sy
Resnik can be reached a
brahm.resnik@ -
arizonarepublic.com or (602)

AAA_CT2T
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‘Wearing his old green Air H - ulsi
Force jumpsuit, Udell sits in Universal Prop )

an ejection seat almost iden- Company
tical to the one in his F-15 25401 N. Central Ave.,
Strike Eagle that night six Phoenix

‘'years ago over the inky At-  Business: UPCO is the

lantic Ocean. leading maker of ejection
Here at the Universal seats for military jets. Used

Propulsion Company, or on F-15, F-16, B1B, B-2, F-117

UPCO, plant in a desolate and A-10 aircraft. Division of

area of north Phoenix, a doz- Goodrich Corp. ,
en or so workers who make  Qp the job: Workers do final
- those ejection seats haven't  assembly of seats starting

heard Udell’s story before.  with frame; develop and make
.-No other U.S. pilot has sur-  propellants used on seats.
vived an ejection at the In the news: Recently won
speed of sound. The wind contract for F-22 Raptor
blast when Udell ejected seats.
was like “hitting a freight Outlook: Developing
train.” : SmartBelt, inflatable seat belt
“It ripped my helmet and  for vehicles and aircraft.
‘mask right off my head, Employment: 300.
blew the earplugs right out  www.upco.goodrich.com
of my ear, broke all the n
.blood vessels in my head
and face,” Udell said. signs for a “smart seat” are
Udell is retelling the in the works, Yaker says.
story for a reporter. But as Old analog devices on the
he talks, the whirring of the  current generation of seats
drills winds down. The in- take readings of air speed
termittent pounding stops. and altitude, but they trans- =
The workers suddenly are a  late the information into i N
rapt audience. just three kinds of ejection. e A ' | e e b \\\-__‘a_;'
UPCO President Jeff Newer computers, Yaker Steve Lloyd of Glendale works on an ejection seat at Good-
‘Yaker says safety is always  says, will be more precise _rich’s UPCO plant in north Phoenix.
first for workers throughout and flexible. .
the aerospace industry. But With more female pilots,

with Americans fighting in that flexibility is vital. Pilots
Afghanistan, the risks today = can weigh anywhere from

are ever present. 110 pounds to 275 pounds
“You've always got some-  with 25 pounds of pilot gear
body’s butt in your seat,” on. “Today the seats are one
said Hal Watson, an ejection  size fits all,” Yaker says.
-seat mechanic. The other challenge: re-

UPCO, a division of Char-  ducing injuries from “flail.”
lotte, N.C.-based Goedrich Winds can blast pilots’ arms
Corp., makes most of the and legs out of the con-
ejection seats in the world’s  straints of the seat immedi-
military aircraft. The seatis ately after ejection. The
a marvel of rocketry. Once a wind drove Udell’s left leg

pilot pulls the emergency into a side restraining bar

handle, about 300 pyrotech-  and bent the bar back 45 de- .

nic devices must fire in se-  8rees. That leg snapped y,
quence; in just 1.8 seconds when it couldn’t go any far- / )

the pilot is out of the jet and ther, his other leg was
under a parachute. nearly severed and one arm

First, the pilot is pulled was thrown back and bro-

) ken at the elbow.
back into the seat. Then the Pilots are told they

jet canopy is jettisoned. A shouldn't expect to survive
catapult fires to lift the seat  ejection at supersonic
about four feet up a side rail speeds. The weapons officer

and clear of the cockpit. on Udell's two-seat jet didn't
Only then do rockets under make it.
‘the seat launch the pilot “I owe my life to you

away from the jet. guys,” said Udell, now a pi-



House, Senate negotiate base closure roun

than the administration requested,
under a compromise reached by
leaders of Senate and House Armed
Services com-
mittees late last
week 1o get-the
bill moving and
erase the possi-
bility of a Bush

B Compromise needs
approval of Congress

Staff and wire reports
WASHINGTON — Afier stead-

fasily holding out against base clos-  veto,

mgs. House negoliators on the cru- The compro-
cial $343.3 billion defense authoriza- mise, while
ton bill agreed Wednesday 0 asin-  approved by

President Bush

gle round as demanded by President
Bush.

House-Senate
; Conference

The base-closings round would Commillee,
nol occur until 2005, two years later  House and Senate, . 25

Al

must be OK'd by full

Former Enid Mayor Mike
Cooper said the importance of that
measure is it sets a definite time for
the next base-closing round.

The community now has time (o
work on issues that could be demer-
its agains! Vance Air Force Base dury
ing the next inspection related to the
baseclosing progess.

“In Enid, those are infrastructure
and quality-of-care issves, particular-
ly education, access to health care
and affordable, available housing,"
he said. “Those are quality-of-life
issues.”

Enid also works with the state

ST Coope

congressional delegation to
make sure Vance receives fund-
ing for military construction.

*Our purpose
is two-fold, mili-
tary counstruc-

ton dollars and
guality-of-life
issues,” he said.

The confer-
Ence commillee
agreed 1o the
compromise by
sayimg 2005 but
must “sell” thas .
to the full House and Senate for

Nike Q..mﬁm_

said. _Fipal .
Pt ”.._,..ru.h.....wu. £l A .".a”,..

spproval would come by the knd of

the week or the first of next week as.

Congress labors toward endifg the
session by Christmas.

“If the next round is 2005, we
only have 2003 and 2004 to mpke an
impact.” Cooper said.

Congress will establish A Base
Closure and Realigpment C it-
tee in 2004. and whatever __quo,‘n.
menls are nol done prior to that will
not be considered. Cooper said.

The issue cauosed a mon long |

standoff between House and ;wn:mﬁ
negotialors trying to reconcilg their

oo S0 (LOSURE, Pgo A3

P ]

GE:ZT 18BZ/ET/C1

9.E9ETS
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CLOSURE

nbfiued A
(:n?lnue from Puge Al

t1u0 versions of the defense autho-
nigation bill for fiscal 2002, which
betgan Oct. 1.

» 2 The overal] defense bill agreed. ,
tb*Wedncsday by House negotia- "

rims and Tuesday by their Senate °

(punte[paﬂs, contains rnany. PI'O-
grims of imporance to the mili- -

taty. They include minimum 5 per-

cent across-the-board pay raises,

with up 1o 10 percent increases for

some; new housing benefits, and

more h.elp with moving expenses.
Anti-terrorism  spending totals

;Bgu: $7 billion, up $1 billion from
1

.-Bush won not enly on his .

demand for a round of base clos-

ings, but full funding of his $8.3

billion request for his prized mis-,

sile defense plan, a §3.1 billion

ipcrease over spending in 2001.

The Senate had authorized the
full $8.3 billion, while allowing
$1.3 billion of it 10 be used for anti-
terrorism  efforts instead. The
House had offered only $7.9 bil-
lion. Conferees adopted the
Senare’s plan.

The negotiators agreed with the

administration’s request to cancel

the January referendum in Vieques
on future use of that Puerto Rican
island for military training. Anti-
s Navy protest

PAGE 83

The  bill

would  pre-
vent the Navy secretary| from clos-
ing the facility untl he cJemﬁes that

a site or sites providing Tequivalent
or superior” levels of %Lf“mng will

be available. If the Viegues facili-
t[cs are closed, the Jand would be

transferred to the De ent of
the Interior.
* 'Both the full House pnd Senate

must pass the final verion of the
defense authorization bill before 1t
Eafi go to President Bish for his
gienarure. :
“#The Bush administration,
msts some bases jmust be:
séd, saying one-fiffh to- oneﬁf‘
fofirth of base 'structure is- ok
fieeded, and closing excess facil-
ities would save $3 5 billion or
so-a year.
+ The 2005 date puds the pext
reund ino a new presidential term
au;l two House elections away.

+v<Lawmakers said that would

p:ravlde the time needed to deter-
me exactly what military force is
negded to fight the new wars of the
215t cenury. And the| conferees
placed many requireménts on the

istration before it fan call :EOI '

the closings.

' Among other th gs, the
defense secretary mus| submit a
detailed force structude plan in
2004 and an infrastructure invento-
ry that supports fu mlitary
needs, and he must certify that clo-

“In Enid, erupted there . sures are needed and justified m
after off-tar- light of those findings. | -
those are get  bombs - " Military needs such| as readi-
nfrastructure  kitted a civil- ness and training would|be the pri-
-ﬂﬂ qlllllnl'y- ian guard in ;nzs.t}' factors in the ev uattlon to -
ol-tare Issues, 1999.  The ndure training space ig no sacri-
purtlmlﬂrly ’ Navy  has ficed to short-term savirlgs, -
-gtlucation used  jpert: ; S
:‘i“a” fo amnmunition. i
aP since  then.
i 3 promised: to i
ﬁle, available  end the ' l'
housing.” maneuvers by. -
—— Mike Coopar 2003
fo i o b v

VANCE AFB OK Page 2 |of 2
Heed 3
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Statewide group’

1S up to
> Legislative backing

sought for Oklahoma's
military instollations

By Robert Barron
Staff Writer

Oklaboma communities with
military bases could receive state
funding to help plan strategies for
protecting bases and fund educa-
tiopal programs.

Resolutions asking the

vessvmmmmmen  De in January at[Vance Air

PAGE @4

the task

ties housing military | bases in :
Oklahoma for Jong-range planning
and preparation to fight the base~::
closing process. o
* U.S. House and Senae negotia-
tors in Washmgton. D.C\| stuck an
agreement’ Wednesday that would -
see one more round of base clos-
ings in 2004. ,
Five cities in the state house mil-
itary installations — OQklahoma’™
City, Lawton, Altus, McAlester arid
Enid. i
The next task force meeting wﬂ.‘m»

Force Base.

state Legislature for up to
$3 million were approved
by Oklalioma Military
Base Closure Task Force,
which met Wednesday in
McAlester, said Epid's
Mike Cooper, task force
co-chairman.
“Both
were approved with the
understanding the gover-

resolutions -

“We're try-
ing to protect
them from
dosure but to
ulso gain
from any
reullgnmeni
of bases.”

——Mike Cooper Each Oklah
ORISR has' different d

stand what are

bases are,”
“We're trying

“We're going to eacl'
location so we gan under-% §
‘saidl Cooper

them from closhire but. tg
also pgain frpm r
realignment of bases.” “‘%

nor wil] ask them to be included in
the next special session,” Cocper
said.

The first resolution asked for a
total of $2.75 million for job tain-
ing, education and other expendi-
tres related to job training and
education for military personnel.
Those funds would ipclude

- telecommunications infrastructure,

institutional support and; collahcra-

‘tive initiatives,

The second resolution was mtro-

said.

Wednesday’s ‘meeting
postponed last month
snuwstoml

Wednesday’'s meeting i
tour of the McAlestg
Ammunition Plapt, di
about the military’s opp
for Oklahoma prosperit)
future and discussion of re

of COﬂ-Wg

protect

any

ma basm,
uties, ' hes .-‘

g
had baerrﬁ’aﬁ
lue w0 a:.!

included a-#
r Army’
cussi ons,:
ortunities .”

dations for job training

v in Lhet@‘f:

munity plannirig and prep edness.;“"
Wednesday's meeting | was the

duced and approved during secoud of a series of meetings b}l’r“
Wednesday's meeting, the task force. Enid businessman *
Cooper said the ‘resolution Bob Berry and swate Rep. Curt::
would ask the Legislature to pro-  Roggow, R-Enid, also are nerbers
vide up to $250,000 to copmuni-  of the task force. ‘ .5
VANCE AFB OK
The Enid News & Eagle, December 13, 2001
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to fight ”base closures

By Seotl cooper
‘Staff Writer i«
McALESTER — A legislative task force
aimed at preventing any state military fa-. q
‘cllity from closing wants $4 million in:,

“ state apglupnatiuns and soon. It decideq,

‘Prevention Task Force

Wednesday to ask the governar to r
the maney in a special session. equest

The Oklahoma Military Base Closure;

will ask the Legis-,
lature for $4 million o help military com; .
munities fight the possmle closing of”

bases in the state. The monsy also would

go toward implementing a Job tramhlg :
program at each facility. i

Meeting at the McAlester Army Amnm-

. nition Plant, the task force attached an .

- considered in a special session.

amendment agking that the measures bm :

;J .

'Theqmckerwestartthehetber -

are,” said task force Chairman Rep, Davﬁl;; :

_press forward.”

Braddock, D-Altus. “I think we need tpw :
A,
The task force approved one resnlution
that calls for glving each Oklahoma milix:..
tary community — Enid, Altus, Lawton,

VANCE AFB OK
The Daily Oklabhoman, Decem

. Base support

,federal government

_mittee voiced  its

i governnwm entities — such as the Asso,

» Enld vote supiports awr base Page 7-A :-5'

——

McAlester and Mijdwest City -,-E?“h

$250,000.as “seed” money to aid comm -;
nities as the Department of Defense, thé‘f;

d Congress begink:
to look at bases to close. While membiers;
said many details wopld be worked out,
during the Ieg;alaﬂve process, the comm
ient to let sum

Il!

klahoma Gazyerﬁ';

asks t‘ur $2.75 mﬂ.’@?’;’

ciatiohi of Central C
ments ~-dversee the s

" A gecond resolution|
lion to set up educati
programs. Commij
such programs would ]
alignment and Closure
The seed money, wou
discretion of each co
the task force membe

See BASES, Page 7-A
i

13, 2001

A

‘ask force seeks funding
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83595= Closu're meggfne?ﬁhﬁ eI 53:%%}5\2?1;3 I?;té ‘;l’rom other base: sulgg gam
talks set for 2005 - %, 2
Members had conSIdered

From Page 1-A ask:ing for, the use of state Ra.my_l {he. Army’s Defense.

guidelines.

“The communities are gcing ‘' 4EA8T.JUNE
to spend much more money' IOFCETIME
than we will,” Braddock said. “I *talXisurte
felt the state would help jump - - :
start this process,” :

A congressional conference’ Tt e ing
* committee Tuesday approved . =~ Gz
another round of base closings, . . <y:fa e
in 2005. While the action, await- .. zza¥ &
ing final House and Senate ap- § k¢ 90 M
pmval would: move back thef G 5
closings from 2003 as the Busl‘i

for urgency to secure funds and :
implement programs. & gqﬁ,
“If communities think there i L3 i
more tims, that would be a misz; i I
take,” said Enid businessmant 3 |
and committee member Bnm,ﬂ{-q |
Berry. “If by the end of 2003, you i
haven't fixed what's wrong with1 ' l|
l

your town, you're toast.”, A

Berry read a report on what aé,;
new base closure committes?s;
may be looking for when con»y
slderlng which bases should re 5’
main open. The report comes'):

from Berry's iniquiries with Des
fense Department officials, he
said. Berry sai the issues dealaa.
with qua.hty of P
Atthetnpofthe]istwaacom-? g
mon education, followed by, in
order, of importance, higher edu-:
cation and vo-tech; medical serv- i
ices; spouse employment; hous: s
Ing; ‘air service; and community-
based services such as recreation s
centers and churches. g o

The $1.26 million requ&ebed for»m
seed money could change as,,,
needs are assessed and more 15;‘“
revealed about the committee, its«“{
guidelines and word of whlch"
bases are- being cunsideredw
Members said they could funnal
more money where it is needeti S

“If we knew Fort Sill was 1n
vulnerable and Vance and Altus 1

1

|

|

|

i

i

|
'VANCE AFB OK P% rfz
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By Dawn Marks

Enid Bureou '_ _ :
ENID — ‘With the prospect of another round,of

base closures looming, Enid 'leaders basked

Wednesday in the resj:,iundipg vote of support for

Vance Air ForceBase: .~ | =~
Voters Tuesday gave 80.5 percent support for a
Yi-cent sales tax to Help improve Eisenhower Ele-
mentary, the school niext to the base, . =~ '
“We were very, pleased, obviously. A 4-to-1 mar-
gin was better than we ever hoped for,” said Jon .
Blankenship, Enid's chamber of commerce presi:
dent. “It makes 4 yery strong statement that Enid
wants 1o’ do’everything possible to keep Vance
Air Force Base.” . - i e
The seven-month tax will raise $700,000 to help
renovate:the schoel and -add four. clagsfooms. The s -
school:systeri* will pay’ for tHie-remainder of thé".
$830,000 project. - . . B ,

VANCE

The Daily Oklahoman, December 13, 2001

*said. .“Enid .has ‘bnce again risen. to. the

- keep those people,

PAGE @7

 Quality of the lducation system and its Huild-:
ings is one -of the categories communities '
rated on during base closure studies. . | .

Col. Doug Raaberg, wing command

71st Flying Trai Wing, said military;leg
are thankful for the community support. ... -

“We at Vance Air Force Base are elated pwithi’
the opportunity:tg see Eisenhower. improve

That's' why we’re glad to be part of the. fles
here.” wovetp o I . 5 i, as 1w
Quality - educatibn is among.the first] thiings
military members|look at before going to a ¢omy
munity, and the better experience a family hqs It
a community the betief able the military #s t

Plans by the school system to improvg of
schools glso benefi mﬂita.ry;membgrs,-hgfﬁi
: vt o BT el Gl e )

' Staff writer Dawn Murks can be reached by e-mail ar
dmarks@oklahoman.com or by phone at (580) 233:1508. ’ :
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